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What is Remote Learning? 

 

The goal of Providence Heights Alpha School’s Remote Learning experience is to provide our 

students with meaningful academic opportunities, allowing them to continue to discover, create, 

problem-solve, grow, and learn, while protecting the health and safety of our students, 

parents/guardians, and staff.   Remote Learning may be delivered in a variety of ways, but 

whether on or offline, it will incorporate assignments that engage students and ensure that 

learning continues even when the physical buildings are inaccessible.   Teachers will remain the 

orchestrators of the lessons, but we ask that our parents/guardians work in partnership with 

them to ensure whole-child success.  

 

 

Remaining Flexible and Adaptable 

 

Remote Learning will require flexibility from students, parents, and staff, and we know that 

questions and challenges will arise.  We hope that you will continue to reach out to us with your 

questions, concerns, and suggestions.  If you have extenuating circumstances that might affect 

your child’s participation in remote learning, please reach out to the principal so that we may 

problem-solve together. 
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School Day Guidelines for Students in Grades 1-8 

 

Online Platform:  

Students in grades 1-8 will be using Google Classroom as their main remote learning platform. 

Students will have access to Google Classroom through their school-issued accounts.  Students 

should do the majority of their communication with teachers - asking questions, seeking help, 

etc. - through the Google Classroom, limiting the need for emails as much as possible.   Note: 

Students in grades 5-8 will continue to have email accounts associated with their classrooms, 

while those in grades 1-4 will not.  

 

Attendance/Logging In/Absence Information:  

Students in grades 1-8 are to log in to their Google Classroom by 8:30am every day and follow 

their meet schedule for the day.  
 

If a student will be absent, a parent/guardian should complete the Student Absence Form by 

8:30am on the day of the absence.  All doctor/dentist notes if applicable should be forwarded to 

the school secretary. 

 

Assignments: 

Students should be checking their “To Do” lists and often to ensure that they are completing 

assignments on time.  Note that all assignments will be posted based on the day they are DUE. 

● Core subject teachers - Science, Social Studies, LA, Math, Religion, and Spanish - will 

post assignments, directions, updates, and due dates through Google Classroom by 

8:00am each day.  
 

● Specials teachers (Art, Music, PE, Computers) will post assignments for the week by 

8:00am Monday morning and students will have until the following Sunday evening 

to complete them. Spanish will meet virtually twice a week for grades 3-5 and once a 

week for grades 1 & 2.  

 

Online Classroom Rules/Expectations: 

Students are expected to adhere to the same rules in the remote learning environment as 

they would if they were in a physical classroom, upholding the values and integrity of the school, 

the Acceptable Use Policy, and the Student Handbook.  This includes, but is not limited to, 

preparing for classes, attending and engaging in virtual meets, acting in a respectful manner, 

wearing their uniform and completing assignments on time.  Students will also complete their 

own work and will not consult with others or outside resources unless permitted to do so by 

their teachers. 

 

Communication with Teachers/Staff: 

Remote learning and communication will take place each school day for all students in Grades 

1-8 from 8:00am to 2:30pm.  Teachers will respond as quickly as possible, but please 

understand that they may be conducting virtual meets or be working with other students at the 

time of your request.  Please note that students and parents who email staff after 2:30pm 

should not expect to receive a response until the next school day.  Contact information for all 

faculty and staff can be found at https://www.alphaschool.org/staff-faculty 
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School Day Guidelines for Students in PreK & K 

 
Online Platform: 

Students in Grades PK-K will be using the School Portal and will receive emails from the 

classroom teachers with instructions for the day by 8:00am each day. 

 

Attendance/Logging In: 

Parents are to log in to our Daily Attendance Site between 8:00am and 7:00pm every day to 

indicate if their child was/will be present and working or absent on that day.  If your child is 

absent, please include a reason for their absence and if applicable share the doctor’s note or 

dentist note with the secretary. 

 

Special Classes: 

Specials teachers (Art, Music, PE, and Spanish) will email assignments for the week by 

8:00am Monday morning.  These are purely enrichment activities and students are NOT 

required to complete them.  Assignments can be completed and turned in at any time. 

 

Online Classroom Rules/Expectations: 

Students are expected to adhere to the same rules in the remote learning environment as 

they would if they were in a physical classroom, upholding the values and integrity of the school, 

the Acceptable Use Policy, and the Student Handbook.  

 

Communication with Teachers: 

Remote learning and communication will take place each school day from 8:00am to 2:30pm. 
Teachers will respond as quickly as possible, but please understand that they may be conducting 

virtual meets or be working with other students at the time of your request.  Please note that 

students and parents who email staff after 2:30pm should not expect to receive a response 

until the next school day.  
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Course Expectations and Grading for Students in Grades 1-8 

 

During Remote Learning, Alpha School does understand that course expectations may need to 

be adjusted to meet the needs of our students and families.  Our staff is committed to adapting 

to this new situation and creating an environment where our students will continue to grow 

academically, socially, emotionally, and spiritually. 

 

Special Classes - Grading Scale:  

We believe that our special courses enrich our students’ lives as well as give them an opportunity 

to be creative and physically active.  To that end, if Alpha School is out for an extended period of 

time, we will still offer our special classes but will switch them to a satisfactory (pass)/needs 

improvement (fail) grading scale.   Note that this scale will only be used if we go out of school 

for an extended period of time and only for the affected nine week period(s).  The principal will 

make an announcement to all families when/if this scale goes into effect. 

 

For the period or quarter in question, students in grades 1-5 will receive:  

Satisfactory (pass) = S or Needs Improvement (fail) = NI  
 

* No percentage will be attributed to these values. 

 

For the period or quarter in question, students in grades 6-8 will receive:  

Satisfactory (pass) = 100% S or Needs Improvement (fail) =  60% NI 
 

* Percentages WILL be attributed to these values and used to average final grades for the year. 

 

Virtual Meet Participation Requirements: 

Students are expected to promptly attend all scheduled virtual classes just as they would if they 

were in the physical school building.  Virtual meetings are mandatory for all students in 

Grades 1-8 (unless otherwise noted by the teacher) as teachers will be providing key 

instructional information. Attendance will be taken in each meet.  If a student is absent, 
parent/guardian will be notified via email - indicating the day, time, and subject of the meet 

missed - and will be required to complete an absence form.  If a pattern begins to develop, 

teachers/principals will be reaching out and grades may be affected.  

 

If a student in grades 1-8 misses a meet, just as if they missed a school day, it will be their 

responsibility to reach out to obtain the missed information from their teacher.  That 

information may be provided as an alternate assignment, handouts, etc depending on the 

information covered. 

 

Homework: 

Students in grades 3-8 will be responsible for completing assignments by their due dates. 

Students will receive half credit for late assignments and 10% will be deducted from larger 

assignments per day they are late down to 50%. 

 

Students in grades 1-2 will be given more leniency as per the teacher’s discretion.  
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Exams & Quizzes: 

When it is necessary to conduct a test or quiz, these will be completed during that particular 

subject’s designated virtual meet time.  Students will log in as per normal and take the 

exam/quiz with their teacher so that they have the opportunity to hear directions, ask questions, 

etc. 

 

Students in Grades 5-8 will be responsible for promptly attending test/quiz meets ontime. 

Failure to do so may result in a 10% deduction in their test/quiz grade. 
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Virtual Meet Guidelines 

 

Daily Schedules - Grades 3-8: 

Students in Grades 3-8 will participate in regular 30-45 minute virtual meets with their core 

subject teachers (Math, Science, Social Studies, Language Arts, Religion – and Spanish for 

Grades 6-8) which they will access through a link in that subject’s Google Classroom. 
A schedule will be provided to each grade level.  

 

○ Math and LA will meet 5 days a week 

○ Science will meet 4 or 5 days a week depending on the grade level 

○ Social Studies will meet 3 or 4 days a week depending on the grade level 

○ Spanish will meet 2 or 3 days a week depending on the grade level 

○ Religion will meet 2 days a week 

 

Daily Schedules - Grades 1-2: 

Students in Grades 1-2 will participate in regular virtual meets with their teachers, which they 

will access through a link in that subject’s Google Classroom.   A schedule will be 

provided to each grade level.  

 

○ Morning Session (1 hr) 5 days a week 

○ Mid-Day Session (0.5 hr) 4 days a week  

○ Afternoon Session (1 hr) 5 days a week 

 

Daily Schedules - Grades PreK-K: 

Students will participate in two virtual meets a day with their teacher (mixing between small 

group, large group, and one-on-one sessions).  These meets are Not mandatory for PreK & K, 

but we do strongly encourage students to attend as they are a nice opportunity to maintain 

routine and allow students a chance to interact with their teachers. 

 

Virtual Meet Expectations: 

Virtual meets are a great way to help to increase student involvement and engagement in a 

remote learning environment; however they are also a privilege that Alpha School takes very 

seriously.  Students must adhere to the following guidelines/expectations while participating in 

virtual meets to ensure the safety and effectiveness of the process: 

Be Polite: 

● Show the same respectful behavior towards teachers and peers online as you 

would in the classroom and follow the same classroom rules.  For example, if you 

need to leave the screen for any reason, ask permission just as you would in the 

classroom and return in a timely manner. 

● Be mindful of your expressions, tone, and what you say or type during virtual 

meets just as you would in the classroom.  Comments should be clear, on-topic 

and appropriate to the conversation.  
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● Students must adhere to Providence Heights Alpha School’s Acceptable Use 

Policy and Code of Conduct as outlined in the Student Handbook at ALL times.   

● ONLY educators can initiate virtual meets and meets are NOT to be 

recorded for any reason.  Violations will result in immediate 

disciplinary action. 

 

Be Prepared: 

● Have a designated desk/workspace in the house in a neutral area - living room, 

dining room, kitchen, etc. –that is school appropriate. Please refrain from 

conducting meets in a bedroom to preserve the safety of our students. 

● Movement between rooms and distractions should be kept to a minimum.  

● Have all items readily available that you may need for live streaming (books, 

notebooks, printer, paper, pencils, school supplies, etc.). 

● Complete and turn in all assignments on time.  

● Wear school appropriate attire  - your normal school uniform (not your gym 

uniform & not mass attire, but your normal uniform. 

● Wear headphones to minimize distractions whenever possible. 

 

Be Productive: 

● Remain on-screen, focused, and engaged throughout the entire virtual meet.  

Cameras should be on.  Students should start every virtual session with their 

microphone off, but be able to turn it on and participate throughout the session 

as needed.  

● Arrive on time and remain for the duration of the session. Students who are not 

present for the entire meet or are not fully engaged may lose points for that 

particular day or activity as per the teacher’s discretion. 

 

Be Positive: 

● Inevitable there will be technical issues on both sides (student and teacher). 

Please be patient, flexible, and understanding as we work through them together. 

● If you are struggling with anything (technically or academically), be proactive and 

reach out to your teachers to work together to solve the problem.  

● Be patient and kind to your fellow classmates and teachers.  We are all in this 

together. 

 

Be Prayerful: 

● We may not be able to gather together as a community during remote learning, 

but please continue to pray for our school, our community, and our world. 

 

NOTE: Participation in virtual meets is a privilege.  The principal reserves the right to revoke 

the privilege for any student to participate in virtual meets if there is a question of them not 

acting responsibly. 
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Remote Learning Agreement 

My signature below is a confirmation that I, the student, have read and understand all of the 

information in the Parent and Student Guide to Remote Learning and that I will abide by all of 

the policies, expectations, and guidelines within while participating in Remote Learning at 

Providence Heights Alpha School. 

Student’s Name: (please print) ____________________________________________ 

Student Signature: _______________________________Date: ___________ 

* Only students in grades 1-8 must sign.  If your child is in PreK 0r K, please just print their name above.  * 

 

My signature below is a confirmation that I, the parent/guardian, have read and understand all 

of the information in the Parent and Student Guide to Remote Learning and further 

acknowledge that my child (and my family) will be held to the policies, expectations, and 

guidelines mentioned within this document and I agree to support them and ensure that they 

are abiding by these policies, expectations, guidelines while participating in Remote Learning at 

Providence Heights Alpha School.  

Parent/Guardian Signature: ________________________Date: ___________  

Parent/Guardian Signature: ________________________Date: ___________  
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