
  

Remote Learning Update – March 11, 2020 
 
 
Dear Alpha community, 
 
As we continue to learn more about coronavirus (COVID-19), we are working to 
share sound public health recommendations and updated information with our 
community as it becomes available. As of today, the World Health Organization 
declared this a global pandemic. I am sure many of you are aware of recent closures 
at educational campuses, work places, and social gathering centers in response to 
this development. 
 
While there are no confirmed cases in the immediate Pittsburgh area, Pennsylvania 
does have several cases. Guidelines from the CDC and Allegheny Health 
Department encourage preparedness.  
 
We at Alpha are involved in ongoing planning to ensure we remain proactive and 
prepared for the protection of our children, families, and the Sisters of Divine 
Providence who live on campus and the medical residential care center in the 
Motherhouse. 
 
At this time, I am cancelling the upcoming social gathering events: 
 

 Pi Day Parent/Guest Involvement - Tomorrow - March 12th  (The 
students will enjoy the activity with their teachers. Any food donations 
may be dropped off in the main office.) 

 Fathers Day Mass and Reception -  March 20th 
 Admissions Open House -  March 22nd 
 Father/Daughter Dance -  March 28th 

 
The Sisters have asked us to refrain from using the Chapel and the swimming pool. 
All school Masses are suspended until further notice. Physical education classes 
will replace swim. Please send your child in gym clothes on their swim day. 
 
Looking ahead, I have advised my teachers to prepare for the possibility that all 
schools in our area may be required to close and switch to a remote learning 
platform. We consider this to be a good proactive step and one we hope not to use.  
 
At this time, we are asking you to complete the survey attached to this link; 
Technology Survey 
 
This survey will allow us to understand what devices are available in the home and 
wifi capabilities. Please fill the survey out by noon tomorrow if possible.  
 
At this time, there is no need for us to ask our students to stay at home and we 
remain diligent in our handwashing, cleaning and sanitizing practices. I remind 
you once again to keep children home and contact medical professionals if they or 
anyone in the household displays ANY of these symptoms: 
 

 Fever 
 Cough 
 Shortness of breath 

  

https://forms.gle/CGq2xVgrKvMa8Uij8


Additionally, based on CDC guidelines and out of an abundance of caution, we are asking that as families 
make plans for spring break, to keep in mind travel advisories and potential challenges that certain trips 
may create. Currently, restrictions are in place for; 

 China 
 Iran 
 S.Korea 
 Italy 
 Japan 
 Hong Kong 

As per the CDC guidelines, students and staff who have traveled to these countries, or any added to the list 
in the coming weeks, may be asked to self-quarantine for 14 days after returning to the U.S. We will be 
advising students travelling to those countries to stay at home for 14 days. Please contact us if a quarantine 
becomes necessary so we may support your child's education. 

Let us continue to pray for the health and safety of everyone throughout the world. 

 
 
Peggy Ruefle, M.Ed., M.S. 
Principal 

 


